


DefinitionTermAcronym

See North West Regional AssemblyRegional Planning
Body

RPB

Document produced at the regional level to be
replaced by RSS.

Regional Planning
Guidance

RPG

It is the “development plan” for a region and
provides a vision for the development in that

Regional Spatial
Strategy

RSS

region over a 15 to 20 year period. It sets out a
framework to address the ‘spatial’ implications of
issues such as healthcare, education, crime,
housing, transport, communications, tourism and
leisure, employment, urban/rural regeneration and
the environment (including waste and energy).The
Regional Spatial Strategy focuses on the general
location and scale of development, but does not
identify specific sites. These are dealt with at the
local level through Local Development
frameworks.

Includes by-product of waste, synthetic materials
and soft rock used with or without processing as
a secondary aggregate.

Secondary
Aggregates

A site identified under theWildlife and Countryside
Act 1981 (as incorporated in the Countryside and

Site of Special
Scientific Interest

SSSI

Rights of Way Act 2000) as an area of special
interest by reason of any of its flora, fauna,
geological or physiographical features (basically
plants, animals and natural features relating to
the Earth's structure).

Spatial planning goes beyond traditional land use
planning to bring together and integrate policies

Spatial Planning

for the development and use of land with other
policies and programmes which influence the
nature of places and how they function. This will
include policies which can impact on land use, for
example, by influencing the demands on, or needs
for, development, but which are not capable of
being delivered solely or mainly through the
granting or refusal of planning permission and
which may be implemented by other means.
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Designation made under the Habitats Directive to
ensure the restoration or maintenance of certain
natural habitats.

Special Area of
Conservation

SAC

Sites classified under the European Community
Directive on Wild Birds to protect internationally
important bird species.

Special Protection
Area

SPA

Any person or organisation who is interested in,
or may be affected by, the planning proposals
being considered.

Stakeholder

Local Development Framework document that
sets out the Council's policy for involving the public

Statement of
Community
Involvement

SCI

and other stakeholders in the preparation and
revision of the Local Development Framework.

A formal process which analyses and evaluates
the environmental effects of a plan or programme

Strategic
Environmental
Assessment

SEA

(carried out in conjunction with Sustainability
Appraisal)

When the Minerals Plan is submitted, the
examination will consider whether the policies

Soundness (tests
of)

contained within it are 'sound' - in other words 'fit
for purpose'. To be sound the Strategy must pass
three 'Tests of Soundness' defined by Planning
Policy Statement 12 (PPS12).

A formal process which analyses and evaluates
the environmental, social and economic impacts
of a plan or programme.

Sustainability
Appraisal

SA

Sustainable development is focused on providing
a better quality of life for everyone now and for

Sustainable
Development

generations to come. This is achieved through
considering the long-term effects of social,
economic and environmental impacts in an
integrated and balanced manner.

Refers to the Planning and Compulsory Purchase
Act (2004)

The Act

Development Plan produced by metropolitan
districts such as those in Greater Manchester.

Unitary
Development Plan

UDP

UDPs will be saved for a certain period of time
following the Planning and Compulsory Act 2004
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but will eventually be replaced by policies
contained in documents within LDFs.
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1 Appendix 1: Summary of Sustainability Appraisal

1.1 Sustainability Appraisal is a systematic process used to assess the extent to
which an emerging plan or strategy will help to achieve the relevant social,
environmental and economic objectives. It also suggests ways of avoiding or reducing
negative impacts. The findings of Sustainability Appraisal should be reflected in the
adopted Minerals Plan and its preparation process to help ensure that it maximises
its contribution to future sustainability.

1.2 The Sustainability Appraisal considers the potential implications of the Minerals
Plan Issues and Options Report by assessing the plan against a series of social,
environmental and economic objectives.

1.3 The Sustainability Appraisal process concluded that the Minerals Plan has the
potential to deliver a wide range of social, environmental and economic benefits.
However, it also identified several instances where options have the potential to have
a negative impact on sustainability objectives, a number of uncertain impacts and a
range of opportunities for further enhancements to the Plan’s sustainability.

Proposed Aim

1.4 The proposed aim was considered to be particularly compatible with the
objectives relating to exploiting the growth potential of business sectors; encouraging
sustainable economic growth; and ensuring the prudent use of natural resources.
The Sustainability Appraisal also concluded that the aim would have some positive
impact on reducing the need to travel; cultural, built environment and archaeological
assets; protecting biodiversity and sites of geological importance; landscape character;
local environmental quality; and mitigating climate change. However, due to the
potential environmental impacts associated with aggregate recycling operations, the
proposed aim was considered to have an uncertain impact on health, the quality of
controlled waters and air quality. Therefore, it is recommended that either the Minerals
Plan or the District’s Core Strategies should include policies to prevent the negative
impacts of these developments on health, water quality and air quality.

Minerals in Greater Manchester – The Issues

1.5 The proposed approach to known surface-coal resources is considered to have
a relatively mixed impact on the sustainability objectives. Whilst the proposed
approach would have a positive impact on the growth potential of business sectors;
sustainable economic growth; and the prudent use of natural resources, it would
potentially have an adverse impact on climate change, energy use, air quality and
reducing the need to travel. However, it is acknowledged that the promotion of the
use of sustainable modes of transporting coal out of Greater Manchester by the
Minerals Plan could address some of these concerns. Conversely, the proposed
approach to peat would largely have a positive impact on the sustainability objectives,
particularly those relating to biodiversity and habitats; mitigating climate change; and
ensuring the prudent use of natural resources.
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Methods for Identifying and Protecting Mineral Resources

1.6 All three potential approaches to releasing additional aggregate resources
would have a positive impact on a wide-range of environmental objectives. However,
releasing additional aggregate resources through extensions to existing sites would
have an uncertain impact on the objectives relating to exploiting the growth potential
of business sectors; sustainable economic growth; and the prudent use of natural
resources due to the proposed approach potentially leading to important aggregate
resources being unexploited. Although it is acknowledged that the proposed Mineral
Safeguarding Areas should prevent these resources from being sterilised.

1.7 Both options for identifying coal resources of future importance would support
the diversification and growth of the minerals sector and would therefore have a
positive impact on the objectives relating to exploiting the growth potential of business
sectors; encouraging sustainable economic growth; and developing a healthy labour
market. Whilst the proposal not to identify Areas of Search for peat was judged to
have a major positive impact on the protection of biodiversity and habitats; mitigating
climate change; and ensuring the prudent use of natural resources.

Development Management Policies

1.8 By preventing Greater Manchester’s mineral resources from being sterilised
unnecessarily, the proposed approach to Mineral Safeguarding Areas would have a
major positive impact on the objective of ensuring the prudent use of natural resources
and some positive impact on exploiting the growth potential of business sectors and
encouraging sustainable economic growth. The proposed approach to other minerals
plan allocations would also have a positive impact on these objectives. However,
the proposed approach to Areas of Search would potentially have a negative impact
on the prudent use of natural resources, air quality, minimising the need to travel,
encouraging sustainable economic growth and exploiting the growth potential of
business sectors, although it is acknowledged that there is little certainty over this
potential effect.

1.9 The proposed approach to reworking coal spoil tips is considered to have a
relatively mixed impact on the sustainability objectives. The proposed approach
would have a positive impact on the growth potential of business sectors; sustainable
economic growth; and the prudent use of natural resources, and would also present
the opportunity to address the visual and environmental impact of spoil tips.
Nevertheless, it would potentially have an adverse impact on climate change, energy
use, air quality and reducing the need to travel, particularly as there are no coal-fired
power stations in Greater Manchester. However, it is acknowledged that the promotion
of the use of sustainable modes of transporting coal out of Greater Manchester by
the Minerals Plan could address some of these concerns.

1.10 The proposed approach to aftercare should ensure the restoration of minerals
sites to prevent dereliction and blight, which would have a significant positive impact
on the objectives of developing andmarketing Greater Manchester’s image; protecting
and improving landscape and townscape character; and restoring and protecting
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land and soil. It would also have some positive impact on the objectives relating to
sustainable economic growth and protecting the quality of controlled waters.
Furthermore, it was concluded that the proposed establishing of Community Liaison
Groups would potentially have a positive impact on the objective of enabling groups
and communities to contribute to decision-making, and reducing social exclusion.

Difference the Sustainability Appraisal Process has Made

1.11 The Sustainability Appraisal concluded that the Minerals Plan has the potential
to deliver a wide range of social, environmental and economic benefits. However, it
also identified several instances where options have the potential to have a negative
impact on sustainability objectives, a number of uncertain impacts and a range of
opportunities for further enhancements to the Plan’s sustainability.

1.12 In particular, in order to mitigate the negative impacts associated with minerals
development, it is recommended that the Minerals Plan or the District’s Core
Strategies should incorporate policies to prevent negative impacts on health, air
quality and water quality. It is also recognised that the promotion of the use of
sustainable modes of transporting minerals into and out of Greater Manchester will
be essential for mitigating a number of potential negative impacts. In addition, the
Sustainability Appraisal underlined the importance of ensuring that the Minerals Plan
incorporates a requirement for the appropriate restoration and aftercare of minerals
sites once operations have ceased.

1.13 The Sustainability Appraisal recognised that both the proposed approaches
to known surface-coal resources and the reworking of colliery spoil has the potential
to have a negative impact on the objective relating to climate change. However, as
national planning guidance stipulates that the planning system should not
predetermine the appropriate levels of coal to be produced by underground or
opencast mining, no mitigation is proposed to overcome this.

57- Greater Manchester Minerals Plan: Issues and Options Report

Appendix 1: Summary of Sustainability Appraisal 1



- Greater Manchester Minerals Plan: Issues and Options Report58

Appendix 1: Summary of Sustainability Appraisal1



 



•A•G•M•A•




